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E BEGIN A NEW TRADITION with 
this issue of From the Land. Inside, 
you will find the first annual report 
of The Nature Conservancy 
Connecticut Chapter. 

We could not have chosen a more auspicious time 
for our first annual report: the 1995 fiscal year, which 
ended on June 30, was the most successful year in chap- 
ter history! 

In brief summary, we protected 1,118 acres of 
Connecticut’s natural land across the state valued at 
$6.9 million, largely made possible by the $2.67 million 
we raised in private donations. In addition, our 450 
active volunteers donated 4,179 hours of work — 
something impossible to put a price on. And, we helped 
fund and supervise more than 20 student internships 
and research projects. 


These accomplishments should be a source of pride to 
you, because they happened thanks to your support. 
Moreover, they are not just arbitrary measurements set 
against the artificial time frame of a fiscal year. They tell 
the story of a group of people — the members, friends, 
volunteers, conservation partners, trustees and staff of 
The Nature Conservancy Connecticut Chapter — set- 
ting a new standard of accomplishment for themselves 
while coming together to work toward a common goal. 

I'd like to close by reflecting on that goal once again 
before we turn our attention to the future and the tasks 
ahead. It is saving the most threatened threads of our 
state’s ecological tapestry — the plants, animals, and 
places closest to eradication, and closest to our hearts — 
for the benefit of generations to come. Thanks to you, 
Connecticut is be a richer place for the children of 
tomorrow. # 

— LES COREY 
Vice President and 
Executive Director 
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Holleran Swamp Preserve, 


Norfolk. 


On the cover: 

Lord Cove, Lyme, at the 
heart of the Tidelands of the 
Connecticut River, one of 
The Nature Conservancy's 
“Last Great Places.” 


Wish List 

Chapter members have been very 
generous in lending and donating 
useful items to us. Any in-kin donation 
is tax-deductible. You can contact the 
Connecticut Chapter office at (860) 
344-0716. Some of our current needs 
are: 


* Volunteer skilled with small engines 
to fix a 1.5 hp 1969 Johnson outboard 
motor. Please contact Marlene Kopcha 
at the Connecticut Field Office. 


* Sectional wood conference table 
with capacity of 30 people or more. 
Please contact Xandy Wilson at the 
Connecticut Field Office. 


Norfolk Land Trust Raises $4,926 


for Holleran Swamp 


he Norfolk Land Trust, under the 
leadership of President Jim Downey, 
has raised $4,920 for the Holleran 
Swamp Preserve stewardship 
endowment fund. 

| The Conservancy has 
given the land trust a 
reversionary interest, 
adding another layer of 
protection to the 84- 
acre preserve located 
in Norfolk close to the 
Massachusetts border 
and directly north of 
the town center. 

In 1987, the 
Norfolk Land Trust 
identified Holleran 
Swamp as an area 
worthy of protection. 


Landowners M. Perry Hunter Jr. and Colin F. 
Wilson of Norfolk and Frederick Riggs of 
Kensington joined forces to donate the land, 
which had a total fair market value of approxi- 
mately $37,000, to the Conservancy in 1993. 
The Norfolk Land Trust then began a cam- 
paign to raise the stewardship funds, which will 
help the Conservancy manage the preserve. 

The Holleran Swamp Preserve protects the 
habitat of 16 rare plant species. Great blue 
herons, which are listed as a species of special 
concern in the state, also frequent the area. 
Adjacent to Wood Creek Pond, the preserve 
consists of low-lying upland forest with large 
white pines and an adjacent wooded swamp as 
well as an open cattail swamp. 

Hats off to Jim Downey for his innovative 
effort to help the Conservancy while advanc- 
ing the cause of the Norfolk Land Trust! # 


— CAROLIE EVANS 


State Land on Poquetanuck Cove 


Transferred to DEP 


nder legislation passed by the 1995 

state General Assembly, 35 acres 

on Poquetanuck Cove in Preston 

will be transferred from the 
Norwich State Hospital to the Connecticut 
Department of Environmental Protection. The 
property, which includes 3,000 feet of frontage 
on the cove, is directly across from the chapter’s 
234-acre Poquetanuck Cove Preserve in 
Ledyard, which was donated by Desire Parker 
in 1988. 

The original legislation, spearheaded by 
Ledyard Town Planner William Haase and 
introduced by Sen. Catherine Cook of Mystic 
and Rep. Mary McGrattan of Gales Ferry, had 
called for the transfer of 47 acres. It was reduced 
to the 35 acres closest to the cove to avoid 
including an abandoned waste incinerator and 
to allow the possibility of a by-pass for Route 2A. 

Poquetanuck Cove and its expanse of high- 
quality tidal wetlands and undeveloped shore- 
line support important populations of water- 
fowl, anadromous fish — fish that breed in 
freshwater, but live mostly in salt water — and 
two rare plant species. 


Ownership of the Preston tract by DEP does 
not prohibit the sale of the parcel by the state, 
but should make such a sale less likely and pro- 
vide access to the cove for passive 
recreation. # 

— DAVID SUTHERLAND 
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Above: Poquetanuck Cove, Ledyard. 
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12 Acres Added to Burnham Brook Preserve 


Small, Key Parcel Eyed for More Than a Decade 


he Connecticut Chapter added 12 

acres to the Burnham Brook 

Preserve in East Haddam on August 

9, purchasing the land for $12,049 
from Paul S. Robertson of Groton. 

Robertson, a former resident of East 
Haddam, agreed to sell the property as the open 
space portion of his approved 20-acre, four-lot 
subdivision. The addition is north of Dolbia 
Hill Road, and is bounded by the Burnham 
Brook Preserve to the north and west. The 
addition brings the preserve to a total of 691 
acres in East Haddam and Salem. 

Dr. Richard H. Goodwin, professor emeritus 
of botany at Connecticut College in New 
London, is very pleased with the acquisition. 
“This parcel is important because it’s a key part 


Ingalls Foundation 
Pledges $200,000 
to Last Great Places 


e Louise H. and David S. Ingalls 

Foundation, Inc. of Shaker Heights, 

Ohio has pledged $200,000 to The 

Nature Conservancy’s Last Great 
Places campaign. Divided evenly among the 
Connecticut, Maine, Ohio and Colorado chap- 
ters of the Conservancy, the grant will have 
national impact. Connecticut’s share will sup- 
port the Tidelands of the Connecticut River 
program. 

Last Great Places: An Alliance for People 
and the Environment is an international effort 
to preserve 40 of the best remain- 
ing ecological systems in the 
Western Hemisphere. As one of the 
Last Great Places, the Tidelands of the 
Connecticut River encompasses the tidal 
marsh system of the lower Connecticut River, 
an area internationally recognized for the eco- 
logical significance of its wetlands. Protecting 
the Tidelands is the Connecticut Chapter’s 
most ambitious conservation program to date. 

“We are thrilled with the foundation’s and 
the Ingalls family’s generosity,” Chapter 
Director Leslie N. Corey Jr. said. “They have 
made a terrific contribution to the 
Conservancy!” # 

— TREVOR LAW 


of the upper watershed 
of Burnham Brook,” said 
Dr. Goodwin, a co- 
founder and former pres- 
ident of The Nature 
Conservancy. “We have 
protected much of the 
lower reaches before, 
but this is a crucial part 
of the upper reaches.” 

The Burnham Brook 
Preserve was one of the 
chapter’s first, estab- 
lished in 1960 by a gift 
of 46 acres from Dr. 
Goodwin and Dr. John 
M. Ide. Dr. Goodwin 
and his wife Esther have 
played a major role in 
developing and expand- 
ing the preserve over 
the years. The chapter 
has been interested in 
acquiring this small but 
important parcel for 
more than ten years. 

The Burnham Brook 
Preserve provides habi- 
tat for a variety of 
wildlife: 180 bird species have been sighted 
there, as well as many reptiles, amphibians, fish 
and plants. It also protects the watershed of the 
Eightmile River, a tributary of the Connecticut 
River and a potential spawning area for 
Atlantic salmon. & 

— JOHN MATTHIESSEN 


Burnham Brook Preserve, 


East Haddam. 


The Nature Conservancy 
| At Work 
Worldwide Connecticut 

| Total Transactions: 16,579 651 

Total Acres 

Protected: 7,839,000 20,521 

Total Acres 

Registered: - 456,000 6,119 
| Total Acres Saved: 8,295,000 26,640 
| 

Members: 798,291 17,203 

Corporate Associates: 1,500 32 
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Looking relaxed and unposed, 

the Connecticut Chapter Science 

& Stewardship staff gather at 
Wadsworth Falls on the Coginchaug 
River. Clockwise from bottom right: 
Biological Monitoring & 
Management Specialist Beth Lapin, 
Science & Stewardship Assistant 
Jean Cox, Preserve Steward David 
Gumbart, Stewardship Ecologist 
Andy Cutko, Director Judy Preston, 
Assistant Preserve Steward Marlene 


Kopcha. 


his has been a busy 
and productive field 
season for the chap- 
ter’s science and 


stewardship program. 

Through the H. Allen Mali 
Research fund and Tidal 
Wetlands Research Grants 
programs, the chapter has 
supported a variety of research 
projects, from radio-tracking 
endangered turtles and pre- 
historic-looking sturgeon (see 
Summer 1995 From the Land) 
to inventorying freshwater 
mollusks in the Connecticut River (see page 5). 
Several research projects examined the impacts 
of the common reed Phragmites australis on 
other species. All field research projects are 
monitored by chapter staff, enabling the 
researcher to understand the Conservancy’s 
needs, and allowing staff members to under- 
stand research approaches. 

This year the chapter began giving work- 
shops on preserve management as well as com- 
pass orientation for its volunteer preserve moni- 
tors and Land Trust Service Bureau partici- 
pants. Two new programs — trail maintainers 


Chapter Participates in Forest Congress 


onnecticut was one of five states to 

hold pilot “roundtable discussions” 

last July on the American forest. 

These meetings will be followed by 
similar roundtables in all 45 other states and a 
national Forest Congress to be held in 
Washington in February 1996. 

This will be the seventh Forest Congress to 
be held since 1882, when citizens interested in 
the European concept of forestry as a science 
convened to help establish the forestry move- 
ment in the U.S. 

Subsequent Congresses have been organized 
by the American Forestry Association when 
critical issues required a national dialogue. The 
1946 Congress, which aimed to “dramatize to 
the American people the condition of forest 
resources after four years of war,” was dominat- 
ed by sharp disagreements about the manage- 
ment of public forests. 


The last Congress, in 1975, was held in con- 
junction with the 100th anniversary of the 
American Forestry Association, but also reflect- 
ed the latest wave of environmentalism and 
new attacks on traditional forestry. 

The focus of the 1996 Congress is endan- 
gered species protection, biological diversity 
and the use of forest resources, and will bring 
together representatives of the timber industry, 
environmentalists, scientists, and others. 

The Connecticut Roundtable, which was 
organized by the Connecticut Forest and Parks 
Association and attended by Connecticut 
Chapter staff, produced a vision statement and 
a set of principles for the future of America’s 
forests. These recommendations will be melded 
together with those from the other 49 states at 
the national Congress. # 

— DAVID SUTHERLAND 


and Weed Watchers — involve volunteers 
helping care for chapter preserves. In addition, 
volunteers this year have helped with research 
of land records, surveying, and other work. 

The chapter has offered a variety of field 
trips at Devil’s Den, Sunny Valley, and other 
preserves across the state, giving members a 
chance to see and learn about the places they 
help protect. These include trips by canoe and 
kayak, natural history walks, historical and even 
field drawing trips, many led by chapter staff. 

The science and stewardship program also 
works with many partners across the state. 

Wetland restoration work is now being 
done by the state Department of 
Environmental Protection’s Wetland’s 
Restoration Unit and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (see Summer 1995 From the 
Land). Conservancy-sponsored research pro- 
vides background information for this work. 
Research on the endangered shortnose sturgeon 
combined funds raised by the chapter with the 
infrastructure and expertise of the DEP Marine 
Fisheries Unit. And DEP’s Natural Diversity 
Database continues to provide critical data 
about the state’s rare and endangered species. 

Science and stewardship staff work with 
local land trusts to conduct biological invento- 
ries and plan preserve management strategies, a 
continuation of last year’s collaboration with the 
Essex Land Trust on field research in support of 
the Tidelands of the Connecticut River pro- 
gram. The chapter is also working with the New 
England Wildflower Society to enable land 
access to find and monitor rare plant species. 

The student internship program provides 
valuable research to the chapter while enabling 
college students to gain experience in the bio- 
logical conservation field. This year students 
created site management plans, collected litera- 
ture helpful to the chapter, and worked on the 
Weed Watcher Program. 

In addition to these projects, the Tidelands 
of the Connecticut River program is also 
involved with a variety of research and 
partnerships outlined in this newsletter’s 
semi-annual Tidelands of the Connecticut 
River supplement. 

We hope for even more activity in the year 
ahead! # 

— JUDY PRESTON 
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Good Mussels are Key to a Healthy System 
Nearly 75 Percent of the Species in U.S. are Globally Rare 


verlooked and under-appreciated, 

freshwater mussels are among the 

most intriguing animals in 

Connecticut. As the preferred 
food for many fish and mammal species, mussels 
are the basis of numerous wildlife food chains. 
Native Americans commonly used mussels for 
food and as source materials for tools and orna- 
mental objects. 

Freshwater mussels have a complex and fas- 
cinating life history. To compensate for their 
limited mobility, mussels evolved a way to 
“hitchhike” on the gills and fins of fish. When 
juvenile mussels in the form of “glochidia,” or 
free swimming larvae, are released into the 
open water, they attach to the gills or fins of 
fish as benign parasites. Each mussel has one to 
several “host fish” species to which it must 
attach in this crucial life stage (see diagram). 
After a few weeks of nourishment and trans- 
portation, the juvenile mussel drops from the 
fish to the sediment and begins its independent 
life, which may span a few decades or more. 

Because of this dependence on a host fish 
and sensitivity to water quality, the decline or 
loss of mussels in a waterway often serves as an 
early warning sign that an ecological system is 
out of balance. “I think it’s an indication of a 
lot more going wrong with the system than 


most people know about, even biologists,” says 
Dick Neves, a malacologist (mussel biologist) 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

The perilous fate of freshwater mussels has 
only recently been documented. Native mussels 
are threatened by dams, dirty water, and the 
prolific and deadly zebra mussel (Dreissena poly- 
morpha), a fierce competitor for limited nutri- 
ents and breeding space, introduced by 
European ship ballast water. 

Asa result, one in ten American mussel 
species has become extinct in this century, and 
almost three-fourths of the remaining species 
are globally rare. (In contrast, fewer than seven 
percent of birds and mammals are considered 
rare.) In Connecticut, for instance, the federally 
endangered dwarf wedge mussel (Alasmidonta 
heterodon), which once lived in a dozen state 
waterways, now survives tenuously in only one 
Hartford County stream. 

Yet there are signs of hope. In 1995, the 
chapter used a grant from the Bernice Barbour 
Foundation of Hackensack, N.J. to hire 
researchers from the University of Connecticut 
and the University of Massachusetts to survey 
the Connecticut River for mussels and snails. 
As of late July, they had found two mussel 
species that had not been found in the state in 


nearly a decade! # 
— ANDY CUTKO 
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fish host. ~~ 


glochidia 
on gills 


Top: A variety of 
freshwater mussels. 

Bottom: Looking like an 
ostrich, Chapter Stewardship 
Ecologist Andy Cutko uses a 
tube with plexiglass on the 
bottom to scan the river 
bottom for mussels. 


Wanted: Volunteer Researcher 
We are looking for a volunteer research 
assistant to help identify sources of 
funds from foundations and corpora- 
tions. No experience is necessary, but 
some familiarity with library research 
would be helpful. The ideal candidate 
would commit an average of two or 
more hours weekly for a minimum of 
three months. The research may be 
done either in the chapter’s 
Middletown office or at any major 
library in Connecticut. This project 
may be used as part of a college course 
or internship. If you are interested in 
helping or if you would like more infor- 
mation, please call Capital Fundraising 
Administrator Trevor Law at 


(860) 344-0716. 
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The Cottontail Mystery 


here is a mystery lurking in 

the thickets of mountain lau- 

rel across southern New 
England. But Randall Tracy has been 
on the case. 

The population of one species of 
rabbit is declining — perhaps 
approaching extirpation in eastern 
Connecticut. Another is growing. 
The two are almost indistinguishable 
by sight, but upon closer observation, 
their differences become abundant. 


While a candidate for a masters degree in 
science (which he has since received) at the 
University of Connecticut, Tracy dedicated a 
year to studying the declining New England 
cottontail (Sylvilagus transitionalis), a native 
species, and the eastern cottontail (S. 
floridanus), an introduced species. Tracy’s 
research was partially funded by the chapter’s 
H. Allen Mali Grants Program. 

While the eastern cottontail populates 
almost every state east of the Rocky Mountains, 
as well as Central and South America, the New 
England cottontail is found only in the extreme 
northeastern U.S. In the late 1800s, the New 
England cottontail represented 100 percent of 
Connecticut's cottontail (genus Sylvilagus) pop- 
ulation. However, since gun clubs began stock- 
ing eastern cottontails in Connecticut around 
the turn of the century, that figure has dropped 
to the current estimate of less than 16 percent. 

Tracy set wooden box traps baited with 
sliced apple in 21 locations in eastern 
Connecticut and Rhode Island. After 4,579 
trap nights — numerous traps set over numer- 
ous nights for a total of 4,579 traps set 
overnight — Tracy had captured 5 New 
England cottontails and 30 eastern cottontails. 

Before releasing each rabbit, Tracy studied it 
in detail. His first task was determining to 
which species each animal belonged. The dif- 
ferences are subtle: some eastern cottontails 
have a white spot on their heads — but not all 
of them. The two have other minor differences 
in fur, ear length and body mass. There are also 
behavioral differences: the New England cot- 
tontail is more likely to utter a squeak when 
held, and less likely to make a bee-line for cover 


when released than the eastern cottontail. 

Laboratory observations reveal more precise 
distinctions. The skull of the New England cot- 
tontail has a gap over its eye hole. And the 
New England cottontail has 52 chromosomes, 
while the eastern cottontail has 42, making 
them two distinct species. 

Tracy believes it is the difference in the two 
species’ metabolic rates that has led to the abun- 
dance of the eastern cottontail and the decline 
of the New England cottontail. His research 
indicated that the eastern cottontail has a decid- 
edly higher metabolic rate than the New 
England cottontail, which may allow the former 
to out-compete the latter by sheer abundance. 

Tracy tested the species’ differing metabolic 
rates by placing individual rabbits in a metabolic 
chamber that measured their oxygen consump- 
tion over time. As anticipated, this test showed 
both species to be “crepuscular” — they are most 
active at dawn and dusk. But more importantly, 
the metabolic rate of the New England cotton- 
tail never exceeded that of the eastern cotton- 
tail, which also maintained a higher body tem- 
perature and lost more weight during testing. 

Tracy was applying a theory that explains 
competitive interactions between similar 
species of mammals with overlapping distribu- 
tions. “I hypothesize that the 20 percent higher 
basal metabolism of the eastern cottontail may 
confer a reproductive advantage for this intro- 
duced species over the native New England 


© Randall Tracey 


cottontail where forage is of high quality or 


abundance,” Tracy explained. 

Where food and cover are scarce, the New 
England cottontail may have the edge because 
of its lower metabolic rate, Tracy says. But in 
the relatively lush habitats where both species 
are found, the eastern cottontail, which con- 
sumes available food and reproduces more 
quickly, appears to be gradually crowding out its 
less exuberant cousin. 

Although the loss of one species so similar 
to an abundant species may seem insignificant, 
it is important to remember that the two cot- 
tontails are genetically different. Every time a 
species becomes extinct, its genes are gone for- 
ever, diminishing the Earth’s biological rich- 
ness. And what vital human benefits may 
we one day have derived from that species’ 
unique body chemistry? 

Tracy recommends an in-depth survey of 
the New England cottontail population to 
better judge its preferred habitat and demo- 
graphics, followed by a comprehensive effort 
to protect that habitat, actions the chapter 
may take, depending on available funds. 
The New England cottontail is a candidate 
for listing as a federally endangered species. 
# 

— JOHN MATTHIESSEN 
Above: 
The New England cottontail (Sylvilagus 
transitionalis) , a struggling native species. 
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Pictured above: 

Selden Creek, Hadlyme. 
Below: The Great Meadows 
Salt Marsh, Stratford. 
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Ve have made every effort to 
make the lists in this annual 
report accurate, but if there are 

errors or omissions, we'd like to 
hear from you. 


© put it simply, The Nature 

Conservancy Connecticut 

Chapter had the most productive 

year in its history. During the 1995 
fiscal year, the chapter: 


# Purchased a 207-acre addition to the 
Selden Creek Preserve in Lyme through a 
bargain sale from Ferdinand Coudert, bring- 
ing the preserve to 311 acres. The Emily Hall 
Tremaine Foundation of Meriden provided 
a $500,000 challenge grant toward the 
purchase of the property, and the state 
Department of Environmental Protection 
provided $250,000 toward the $1.03 project, 
the largest preserve fundraising goal in 
chapter history. 


# Protected 418 acres of wild land in the 
Mount Riga area in Salisbury through a 
permanent conservation easement. 


#% Completed negotiations for a 391-acre 
addition to the Stewart B. McKinney 
National Wildlife Refuge at the Great 
Meadows Salt Marsh in Stratford and helped 
secure $4.2 million in federal funding. 


# Received a donation from the Grant 
Swamp Group of Norfolk of a 45-acre 
addition to the Beckley Bog Preserve, 
bringing the size of the preserve to 655 acres. 
The late Jane Mali of Norfolk, a chapter 
trustee, was the managing partner of the 
Grant Swamp Group. 


# Received a donation of 67.5 acres in five 
parcels to the Ragged Rock Preserve in Old 
Saybrook from Brenda W. Sullivan of Essex 
and Holley W. Carlisle of Greenwich. 


# Created a new Salmon River Preserve 
in East Haddam with a two-acre purchase, 

a bargain sale from Kelly Kerr and Benjamin 
W. Navarro. 
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# Received an 18-acre easement donation 
to the Lord Cove Preserve in Lyme from 
Endicott P. and Jane I. Davison of Lyme, 
bringing the preserve to a total of 303 acres. 


# Conducted more than 20 scientific 
research projects across the state. 


# At the Devil’s Den Preserve in Weston 
conducted the fifth year of worm-eating 
warbler research to investigate the population 
ecology of this declining migrant, and con- 
ducted the fourth year of the Monitoring 
Avian Productivity and Survivorship, a 
program sponsored by the Institute for Bird 
Populations in Point Reyes, Calif., with 


eight volunteers. 


#% Welcomed increased community 

support for the Sunny Valley Preserve in 

New Milford and Bridgewater with fund- 
raising results up 30 percent and with several 
prominent area residents helping continue the 
preserve’s progress. 


#% Sold tradeland houses donated by 
Theodore and Alice Gurney in Glastonbury 
for $340,000 and by the late Gail Ripley in 
Old Saybrook for $265,000 in support of 
our conservation programs. The chapter 
also received a portion of the proceeds from 
a charitable remainder unitrust from a land 
donation by Dr. William and Joyce Lyons 
of Southbury. 


# Launched the Charter Oak Council, a 
new $1000 gift club. 


We would like to thank all of our members, 
friends, volunteers, and conservation partners, 
without whom none of this would have been 
possible. Here’s hoping for an even better year 
in 1996! 


On the cover 
clockwise from top left: 
Selden Creek, Hadlyme. 
Chester Creek, Chester. 
This area was the site of one 
of the chapter’s cooperative 
research projects this year. 
Worm-eating warbler 
(Helmitheros vermivorus). 
Detail of the confluence 

of the Connecticut and 
Salmon Rivers. 


The Nature Conservancy Connecticut Chapter 
1995 Financial Summary for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1995 


SUPPORT AND REVENUE 

Membership Dues 

Individual Contributions 

Corporate Contributions 

Foundation Contributions 

Other Contributions 

Sale of Gifts of Tradelands 

Gifts of Land 

Federal and State Grants 

Investment Income 

Other (Leases, Royalties, Fees, Merchandising, Insurance Proceeds) 
Total Support and Revenue Before Sales of Conservation Lands 


Sale of land to government partners and other conservation agencies 


TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUE 


EXPENSES AND CAPITAL ALLOCATIONS 

Additions of Conservation Land 

Amounts placed in permanent capital—endowments and Land Preservation Fund 
Conservation Programs 

Internal Transfers (Net) 

Cost of land or easements sold to government partners and other conservation agencies* 
Value of land contributed to government partners and other conservation agencies 

Total Program Expenses and Capital Allocations 


General and Administrative 
Fundraising 
Total Administration and Fundraising 


TOTAL EXPENSES AND CAPITAL ALLOCATIONS 
NET RESULT Support and Revenue over Expenses and Capital Allocations 


EXPENSES/CAPITAL ALLOCATIONS AS A PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL 
Total Program Expenses and Capital Allocations 

General and Administrative 

Fundraising 


ASSET, LIABILITY AND FUND BALANCE SUMMARY 
Book value of conservation land** 
Preserves owned in fee (11,362 acres) 
Easements (1,474 acres) 
Endowments and Land Preservation Fund 
Cash balances in operating and land funds 
Notes and grants receivable 
Buildings and equipment net of depreciation 
Other assets 
Total Assets 


Total loans for land purchases 
Deferred restricted revenue 
Other liabilities 

Total Liabilities 


Total Fund Balances (Net Worth) 
Total Liabilities and Fund Balances 


Footnotes: 


Fiscal Year 
1995 


86,766 
870,866 
224,396 
907,245 

29,606 
$51,948 

1,355 ,668 
108,988 
684,912 
163,305 
4,983,700 


250,000 


5,233,700 


1,975 ,O17 
699,977 
1,212,495 
(21,943) 
250,000 
223,500 
4,339,046 


324,427 
437,479 
761,906 


a 


100,952 


132,748 


85 % 
6% 


oy, 0 


20,126,754 
2,163,940 
10,419,174 
577:597 
186,463 
473,114 
22,853 
33,969,805 


828,962 
337,092 
19,353 
1,185 ,407 


32,784,398 
33,969,805 


The Nature Conservancy is audited as one financial entity, including all state offices; hence Connecticut Chapter statements have not been audited separately. 


The above financial summary represents cash and land only and does not include pledges or planned gifts. 


Fiscal Year 
1904 


83,292 
795,939 
120, 11$§ 

1,097,536 
(25,717) 
8,300 
2,045,581 
143,192 
606,413 
110,229 
4,894,880 


52,000 


4,940,880 


1,772,340 
1,355 843 
1,107,683 
21;771 
112,000 
476,240 
4,845,877 


326,730 
353,257 
679,987 


5,525,864 


(578,984) 


88% 
6% 
6% 


18,446,738 
1,863,939 
9,719,197 
18,986 
128,297 
496,334 
37,079 

30,710,570 


410,129 
317,037 

19,689 
747,455 


29,963,115 
30,710,570 


* — This amount includes only the actual purchase price of land sold. It does not include direct acquisition costs such as surveys, appraisals, and taxes related to the acquisition and sale of these properties. 


Such costs are recorded as conservation program expenses. In fiscal 1995, the only sale was of a conservation easement at Selden Creek to the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection. 


*+* Land is booked at the lower of cost or market value. 


1995 
Chapter Donors 


©George Bellerose 


This annual report is intended to 
give members and supporters of The 
Nature Conservancy Conecticut 
Chapter an overview of the past 
year’s progress, to report our fiscal 
position, and to thank you all for 
imaking this progress possible. 

The following pages contain lists of 
those who contributed $100 or more 
during fiscal year 1995: July 1, 1994 
through June 30, 1995. 

We would have liked to have 
listed all of our donors and members, 
but the cost would have been 
prohibitive. Please know that we are 
deeply grateful for every contribution 
toward our work. 

We have listed donations in three 
categories: gifts to specific programs 
and projects, gifts for operations, 
and natural areas gifts — land and 
easements. We will list Legacy Club 
members — those who have 
remembered the Conservancy in 
their estate plans — in future 
annual reports. 


PROGRAM & PROJECT 
DONATIONS 


Donors of $1000 or more 


to Chapter Projects 
Individual donors who have contributed 
$1000 or more to a specific project or program. 


Ron Anderson 

Mary Rogers Beckert 

The late Mrs. F Henry Berlin 
Mr. & Mrs.A.E. Billings Jr. 
Harvey Black 

Frederic Bourke 

Sarah Bowles 

William & Linda Caval 
Thomas L. Cassidy 

Mr. & Mrs. William B. Chappell Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs, Timothy W, Childs 
Mr. & Mrs, Peter B. Cooper 
Mr. Wallace C. Dayton 

Claire C. Dudley 

Carolyn Ferriday Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony P. Grassi 
Stewart & Constance Greenfield 
Greenwich Land Trust 
Theodore & Alice Gurney 
Ms. Helen F Hamlen 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul C. Harper 
E. Elizabeth Hauser 

Richard Heffering 

Norman Hillman 

Miss Dorothy M. Hooker 
Sharon Abel Hosley 

Mr. & Mrs. David R.. Jaffe 
Mrs. John Kashanski 

Mr. Robinson B, Lacy 

Mr. Ray Lamontagne 

Mr. Dan Levitan 

Henry Lord 

Arthur Lubow 

Dr. & Mrs. William P. Lyons 
Patricia L. Malcolm 

Donald McCluskey 

Bruce H. McEver 

Ms. Josephine Merck 
Dorothy O, Mills 


When we see land asa community 


to which we belong, we may begin to use it with 


love and respect. —ALDO LEOPOLD 


Pictured clockwise from 
above: Lord Cove, Lyme. 
Above right: Least tern 
(Sterna antillarum). 

Far right: Ragged Rock 
Creek, Old Saybrook. 


A Sand County Almanac 


Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Mitchell 
Jill Prior 

The late Gail Ripley 

Dr. R.M. Scott 

Robert F Schumann 

Sonia P. Seherr-Thoss 

Mr. & Mrs, John B, Sias 

Alfred ©. Sigler 

Alfred W.Van Sinderen 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard ETucker 
Joan & Dick Tweedy 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Wegner 
Mr. & Mrs. William H.Wiehl 
Mr. & Mrs. Lucius Wilmerding III 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Winkleman 


Donors of $100 to $999 

to Chapter Projects 

Donors who have contributed between 
$100 and $999 or more to a specific project 
or program. 


Mr. & Mrs. Clarke Ambrose 
Mrs. Robert Ballek 

Ms. B. Berliner 

Linda E. Bireley 

Ms. Adele Clement 

Ms. Robyn A. Cloyes 
Connecticut College 

Cove Road Association 

Ms. Carol Dicks 

Fairfield Garden Club 

Mr. & Mrs. Chamberlain Ferry 
Douglas Fraser 
Freeport-McMoRan Inc. 
Stephen Gephard 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Marshall Hamilton 
Hamilton Support System Team 
Mr. Shelton Hicock 

Mr. & Mrs. Milton Hollister 
Institute of Ecosystem Studies 
Miss Erika Kuzmics 

Mr. & Mrs. Sol Lewitt 

Mr. Huntington Lyman 

Lyme Garden Club 

Mr. Mark Lyon 

Merrill Lynch 

Mrs. Ruth P. Mills 

Mr. & Mrs. James R. Morgan Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger & Amy Nelson 
Ms. Paula Nowakowski 

Mr. W. Kent Olson 

Potapaug Audubon Society Inc. 
Ms. Christine A. Psathas 
Quebec-Laborador Foundation, Inc. 
Dr. & Mrs. Samuel B. Rentsch Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Rich 
RWS Co,, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. John Sargent 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Scheer 

Mr. Norman Scheer 

Ms. Elizabeth H. Schwartz 
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Silbert 

Ms. Joan Szechtman 

Ms. Jacqueline J. Walker 
Waterford High School 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Webster 
Mr. Mark Weremchuk 

Mr. Charles Wilding-White 
George & Cynthia Willauer 
Woodside Gatden Club 


Corporate & 
Foundation Donors 
Corporations and Foundations who have 
contributed $1000 or more to a specific 
project or program. 


AKC Fund, Inc. 

Beatrice Fox Auerbach Foundation 

Bernice Barbour Foundation 

Bedford Fund 

Beinecke Foundation 

W.R. Berkley Corporation 

CS First Boston 

Carolyn Foundation 

Clemente Foundation, Inc. 

Conde Nast Publications, Inc. 

Conservation & Research Founation 

Margaret N. Forsythe Charitable Trust 

Freeport-McMoRan, Inc. 

Garden Homes Management 
Corporation 

The Gartner Foundation 

Bernard & Alva Gimbel Foundation 

General Re Corporation 

Greystone Realty Corporation 


Gordan & Llura Gund Foundation 

John & Kelly Hartman Foundation 

Geoffrey C. Hughes Foundation 

Louise H. & David S. Ingalls 
Foundation 

Meek Foundation 

Raymond T, Mellette & Associates 

Mobil Foundation 

Mount Riga, Inc. 

Newman’s Own 

Norcross Wildlife Foundation 

Overbrook Foundation 

Pfizer Inc. 

Smith Richardson Foundation 

Sasco Foundation 

The Smart Family Foundation 

Texaco, Inc. 

Tortuga Foundation 

The Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation 


Devil’s Den Preserve 
Donors of $100 or more 


Mr. Howard J. Aibel 

Mr. Richard S. Allen 

Mr. Robert Lewis Anderson 
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey D, Attra 
Bank of Boston/Connecticut 
Mrs. Roy Barnett 

Bedford Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew W. Bisset 
Mr. Derick Burgher 

Mr. Chris R. Card 

Mrs. Lee T. Chandler 

Mr. Paul Chelminski 
Chemical Bank 

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin A. Connolly 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Conway 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Dadik 

Mr. Alfred J. Dagenais 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Davis 

Mr. & Mrs. Arne J. De Keijzer 
Ms.Victoria D, de Toledo 

Ms. Katherine Desousa 

Mr. & Mrs. George EF Donahue 
Mr. Gregory FE Donahue 

Ms. Andrea Dorsey 

Mr. Frank P. Doyle 

Mr. Terrance A. Doyle 

Mr. Charles J. Dudley 

Mr. Richard Dupre 

Ms. Annette Edwards 

Mrs. German H. Emory 

Mr. Thomas O, Enders 
Ericsson North America, Inc. 
Ms. Silvia Erskine 

James & Tina Evans 

Kathleen & Tom Failla 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph L. Fraites 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Fredericks Jr. 
Mrs. Daniel C. French 

Mr. Michael Friedland 

Ms. Patricia L. Frost 

General Re Corporation 
General Re Service Corp. 
Mrs. Reynolds Girdler 

Mr. & Mrs. Randall Goff 
Grace Jones Richardson Trust 
Mr, & Mrs. Stuart H. Green 
Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Greenfield 
Mr. David Gregory 

Ms. Judy Hall 

Ms. Patricia Hansen 

Mr. & Mrs. Fritz Heimann 
Ms. Joyce Hergenhan 

Mr. & Mrs. W. Scott Hill 

Mr. & Mrs. John H. Hilpman 
Mr. & Mrs. Mel Holson 

IBM Corporation 

Mr. & Mrs. John L. Ingersoll 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Bruce Ipe 


Mr. & Mrs, David R.. Jaffe 
Ron & Jean Jeitz 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter K. Joelson 
Mr. Robert O. Jordan & 

Ms. Susan Spindler 
Mr. & Mrs. David Kelly 
Ms. Jeanette Cone Kimmel 
Dr. Irene Kitzman 
Mr. Barry S. Kresch 
Dr. & Mrs. Edward M. Lane 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Lang 
Mr. Mark Lanier 
Mr. & Mrs, Gregory E. Lau 
Ms. Carl & Natalie W. Leaman 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Levien 
Mr. Dan Levitan 
Mr. Hakan Lindskog 
Mr. Charles F Luce 
Mr. & Mrs. James Magid 
Ms. Patricia Malcolm 
Mrs. James P. Marion III 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas McMullin 
McGraw-Hill Foundation Inc. 
The Jack Medoff Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Meehan 
Mobil Foundation, Inc. 
Mr. Henry Morgan 
Mrs. Alice B. Moss 
Ms. June Myles 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew H. Neilly 
Eric & Donna Nelson 
New Haven Hiking Club 
Mr. & Mrs. John Northcott 
Mr. Allen J. Noveck 
Mr. Benjamin Olewine IV 
Mr. Philip Oppenheimer 
Mr. & Mrs. James A, Parke 
Mr. & Mrs. David J. Parks 
Mrs. Linda L. Pearson 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard C. Peterson 
Pfizer Inc. 
Philip Morris Companies, Inc. 
Mrs. Lillian Phillips 
Pitney Bowes Co. 
Hans Wilhelm Plate 
Mr. Dovid S. Podejko 
Mr. Gordon D, Price 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Ressler 
Mr. Chris Richter 
Tony & Beth Riker 
Ms. Karen Coke Robinson 
Mrs. Mary Ann Roehm 
Mr. Lynn Rotando 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter F Schmid 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick D, Schroeder 
Mr. & Mrs, Frank E. Seestrom 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Shaeffer 
Tony & Charline Shaw 
Mr. & Mrs. Alden O. Sherman 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold S. Shupack 
Mr. Peter Stalker III 
Ms. Joy Sturdevant 
Mr. Eugene J. Sullivan Jr. 
Mr. Dennis D. Swanson 
Mr. E. Ogden Tanner 
Texaco, Inc. 
Mr. N. David Thompson 
Times Mirror Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick EToohey 
Dr. Albert J. Toth 
Town of Weston 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard ETucker 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald J. Tyrrell 
UPS Foundation 
Mrs. Frances Von Maltitz 
Dr. Leslie Wagenberg 
Helene A. Weatherill 
Dr. & Mrs. C. Douglas Webb Jr. 
Mrs. Lewis G. Weeks 
Weston Young Woman’s Club 
Westport Garden Club 


Mr. & Mrs. William H.Wiehl 
Mr. & Mrs. David F Willis 
Women’s Club of Weston, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Workman 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Brandt Zembsch 


Sunny Valley Preserve 
Donors of $100 or more 


Mr. & Mrs. Jerome G. Agius 

Anne S. Richardson Fund 

Blue Jay Orchards 

Ms. Helen W. Brann 

Mr. & Mrs. Randolph K. Byers 

Danbury Garden Club 

Mr. Chester Dutf Jr. 

Mr. Elisha Dyer Jr. 

Ellen Knowles Harcourt Foundation, 
Inc. 

Mr. John Field 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony P. Grassi 

Dr. Arley Gray 

Mr. John P. Harcourt Jr. & 
Sue Ellen Stavrand 

Dr. Uwe Koepke 

Mr. John Longstreth 

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Maloney 

Mr. Franklin W. McCann 

New Milford Savings Bank 
Foundation, Inc. 

Mr. Benjamin Olewine IV 

Ms. Marilyn A, Ollayos 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas P. Peardon 

Mr. & Mrs.A. Searle Pinney 

Mr. Curtis Read 

Mr. & Mrs. Terrance Shannon 

Ms. Ellen W. Shrader & Ed Witkin 

Mr. & Mrs. John H. Stetson 

Union Carbide Corporation 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Waag 

Ms. Diane Wallace 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Wallach 

Waste Management of Connecticut, 
Inc. 

Ms. Beatrice K.H. White 

Yankee Gas 


GIFTS TO CHAPTER 
OPERATIONS 

These donations are critical to the ongoing 
efforts of the chapter, allowing our staff to 
continue its critical work on all of the 
projects and programs we undertake. A gift 
to chapter operations is a gift toward every 
conservation victory we achieve, 


Charter Oak Council 


Individuals and foundations who make 
contributions of $1000 or more to 
chapter operations. 


Stephen L. Altshul Foundation 
Anonymous 

Mr. and Mrs. Tucker Andersen 

The Ansonia Foundation, Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip T. Ashton 
Beatrice Fox Auerbach Foundation 
Austin D. Barney II 

Mr. David A. Behnke & Paul Doherty 
Mr. Robert G. Bennett 

The late Mrs. F Henry Berlin 

Mr. Harold E. Bigler Jr. 

Mr. Kurt R. Bissell 

Richard H. & Barbara A. Booth 
Mr. & Mrs. Randolph K. Byers 
James R. Caissy 

Ms. Leslie Carothers 

Mr. Paul L. Chester 

Kay & Logan Clarke 

The Connemara Fund 
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Laura & Stephen Cunningham 
Victor & Jane Darnell 
Mr. and Mrs. George A.L. David 
Ms.Victoria de Toledo 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Dunson 
Peter M, Feldman 
First United Methodist Church 
Ms. Nancy Follini & 
Mr. Joseph Gilbert 
Bob and Linda Forrester 
Carl and Colleen Freeman 
Isadore N. Gershman 
Mrs. Reynolds Girdler 
Michael C. Graham 
Mr. Robert C. Graham Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony P. Grassi 
Stewart & Constance Greenfield 
Mr. Evan Griswold 
Betsy & Marshall Hamilton 
Penelope Howell-Heller 
Patricia W. & Robert Jaeger 
Mrs. Janet G. Jainschigg 
Ronald W. & Jean M. Jeitz 
J-EC. Charitable Trust 
Dr. Jean F Jones 
Ms. Margaret Kilgore 
Mr. and Mrs, Charles Kingsley 
Mr. Robert Kleinberg 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Kremer 
Mr. Robinson B. Lacy 
Larry and Dana Linden 
The late Jane L. Mali 
Mr. Crozer Martin 
A. Bliss McCrum Jr. 
Meek Foundation 
John A. Millington 
Dorothy O, Mills 
Bruce & Minette Nelson 
Benjamin Olewine IV 
Spencer T. and Ann W. Olin 
Foundation 
Marilyn A. Ollayos 
Mrs. Culver Orswell 
Alice S. Powers 
Betsy P. Prudden 
Mr. H. William Reed 
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Reichert 
Mr. & Mrs. Clinton A. Reynolds 
Sarah W. Richards 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Royce 
John & Barbara Robinson 
Mrs. Florence D, Roosa 
Charles & Dawne Scarlott 
Mr. Richard Schlosberg and 
Ms. Judy Black 
Robert N. Schneider 
THE SHEPPARD FOUNDATION 
John & Mary Louise Stover 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey C. Sturgess 
Miss Ruth Thompson 
J. Wyatt Uhlein 
Mr. Frank Vartuli 
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Wagner 
Mrs. Mary B. Walton 
Dana and Dorothy Waring 
Mr. and Mrs. George B.Weiksner 
Mr. & Mrs. John A.T. Wilson 
Eleanor B. Wolf 
J. Brandt & Gail A. Zembsch 


Acorns 

Donors who make contributions 
of between $100 and $999 to 

to chapter operations. 


Ms. E. Mildred Abbott 
Doris & Joel Abramson 

Ms. Mary M. Ackerly 

Mr. Gifford Agnew 

Frank & Karen Ahern 

Mr. Howard J. Aibel 

Mr. Thomas Aikenhead 

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas H.G. Aitken 
Mr. David Albert 

B.M. Albanese 

Mr. Arnold Alderman 

Mr. Jack Alexander 

Mrs. Jeanne Allardice 

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Alliot 

Mr. Stuart W. Alpert 

Mrs. Marjorie Alspaugh 

Ms. Mary L. Ambler 

Ms. Janice Ames 

Ms. Louise Anderberg 

Mr. Robert Lewis Anderson 
Mr, Ronald G. Anderson 
Mr. Martin Andrews 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Angoli 
Mark & Jeri Appel 

Ms. Kathleen Archer 

Mr. & Mrs. Per A. Arneberg, 
Ms. Tina Arnold 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas B. Ashwell 
Mr. & Mrs. Seymour Askin Jr. 
Ms. Diana Field Atwood 
Ms. Mary E. Augustiny 

Ms. Rima Ayas 

Mr. David W. Babington 
Ms. Barbara Bachmann 

H. Bahrenburg 

Mrs. E. LeGeyt Bailey 

Mr. Benjamin M. Baker II] 
Ms. Dorothy E, Bambach 
Dr. Herbert Bandes 

Ms. Cecily Baran 

Dr. & Mrs. Donald S, Barber 
Mr. Kenneth S, Barber 

Ms. Debra Barberi 

Mtr. Terrell Barch 

John & Eleanor Barclay 

Mr. Charles'T. Barnard Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs, Charyle F Barnes 
Mr. Norman H. Barnes 

Mr. David R. Barrett 

C. Bartholomew 

Mr. & Mrs. Dana T. Bartholomew 
Ms. Katherine C, Bartlet 
Ms. Anna K. Bartow 

Mr. Jon Bauer 

Mr. John E. Baumgardner Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. William Beattie 
Ms, Janet Beatty 

Mr. & Mrs. James Bechtel 
Mr. Bruce Beck 

Dr. & Mrs. Roger Beck 

Mr. Robert Beckenstein 
Mr. Arthur C. Becker 

Mrs. Mary Rogers Beckert 
Mr. Motier Becque 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Beers 
Mr. William A. Belden 

Mrs. Elizabeth W. Bell 

Mr. Robert EF Beloin 

Mrs. William E. Belsito 

Mr. & Mrs. John A. Benda 
Mr. George A. Bender 

Mr. Robert Benn 

Mr. Richard E. Bennink 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward S. Benson 
Mr. George Payne Bent II 
Ms. Laurie J. Bepler 


Mr. Charles Beran 

Tan & Ruth Berendsen 

Mr. & Mrs. Carl M. Bergengren 
Mr. Robert W. Berliner 

Ms. Lucy Bernstein 

Mr. Timothy Bertaccini 

Mr. James A. Bertilson 

Ms. Jane Bescherer 

Mrs. Sally J. Bill 

Mr. & Mrs.A.E. Billings Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Chester Billings Jr. 
Dr. & Mrs. David B. Bingham 
Ms. Mary M. Birle 

Mr. Matthew T. Birmingham Jr. 
Mr. Harvey N. Black III 

Mr. Daniel Blackburn 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard T. Blair 
Mr. Marc P. Blais 

Mr. Ralph Blanchard 

Mrs. Suzanne M. Blatz 

Mr. & Mrs. Rhodes Blish 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Block 

Mr. Zenas Block 

Mr. & Mrs. Barry M. Bloom 
Mr. & Mrs. John A, Blum 
David & Marla Bodznick 
Kathy & Keith Boi 

Mr. & Mrs. William J. Bolger 
Dr. Gabrielle Bolton 

Mr. Gregory Bomberger 

Mr. Peter H. Borgemeister 
Miss Violet M. Bornemann 
Mr. & Mrs. Rudolph Botel Jr. 
Ms.Tina Hill Bothe 

Ms. Anita Louise Bourque 
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph R. Bove 
Mr. James Boynton 

Mrs. Suzann B, Brainerd 

Mr. David S. Branch 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Branch 
Mr. Alfred W. Brand 

Mr. Donald B. Brant 

Dr. & Mrs. Richard J. Brauer 
Ms. Gertrude Braun 

Ms. Joyce Bray 

Ms. Robin Bray 

Bill & Clotean Brayfield 

Ms. Margaret Brenker 

Mr. Robert Bresnick 

Mr. Robert P. Brett 

Ms. Barbara B. Brewster 

Ms. Elizabeth Bridgman 

Mrs. Martha Briscoe 

Mr. & Mrs. Milton A. Bristol 
Bristol Garden Club 

Ms. Barbara Brockhurst 

Mr. Alan Brooks 

Mr. Clyde Brooks 

Mrs. Ernest Brooks Jr. 

B. Brown 

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel P. Brown Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. G.E. Brown Jr. 
Mr. Gary J. Brown 

Ms. Jean Flick Brown 

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph S. Brown Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Russell W. Brown 
Mr. Sanford Brown 

Ms. Deborah J. Bryan 

Mrs. Sylvia J. Bryant 

Mr. James H. Bryson 

Mr. William Buchanan 

Mrs. Lavinia R. Buck 

Mr. & Mrs. Harold C. Buckingham Jr. 
Ms. Eileen S. Buckley 

Ms. Anne Budding 

Mr. & Mrs. H.B. Bullard 
Mrs. Suzanne Bunce 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter S. Burgess 
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Burkhart 
Dr.J. Randolph Burnham 
Mrs. Frederica B. Burrall 


Amb. & Mrs. Stuart D. Burt 
Mr. & Mrs. G.E. Byers Jr. 
Mrs. Allison G. Caesar 

Mr. Charles Calefty 

Dr. Jeffrey Callahan 

Mr. & Mrs. Nelson M. Camp 
Dr. Milton F Campbell 

Mr. Donald L. Camper 
Mr. John Canning 

Mr, Beekman C, Cannon 
Mr. Chris R. Card 


©Thomas W. Beers 


Mr. & Mrs. William D, Carlebach 
Mrs. D Bret Carlson 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Carlson 

Ms. Leslie Carothers 

Mr. Richard Carpenter 

Mr. David G. Carter 

Mr. Reed Cas 
Mr. & Mrs, David E. Catterton 
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Caval 

Ms. Paula C. Chabot 

B.E Chain 

Ms. Margaret Chapin 

Mrs. Frank H. Chappell Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Ira B, Charmoy 
Mr. Kenneth R. Cheek 

Mrs. Dorothy Cheo 

Chester Woods Inc. 

J.L. Chiolero 

Ms. Peggi E. Chute 

Mr. Paul Cianfaglione 

Mr. Charles Teaze Clark 

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert T, Clark III 
Dr. John L. Clark 

Mr. John W. Clark 

Mr. Frederic T, Cliffe Jr. 

Mr. Richard Cliggott 

David & Ann Close 

Ms. Sarah Cobrain 

Mrs. James S$. Coburn | 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Coda 
Ms. Phoebe N. Coleman 

Mr. & Mrs, William Colihan 
Ms. Gail B. Collidge 

Mr. Charles Collimore 

Ms. Elizabeth F Collins 

Ms. Barbara Colopy 
Company | Consulting 

Mr. William H. Connelly 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul M. Connolly 
Mr. Donald E. Conover 
Mr.J. David Conrad 

Ms. Elizabeth A. Cook 

Mr. & Mrs. William C. Cooke 
Mr. James Cooley 

Mr. James L. Cooley 

J.D. Cooney 

Mr. Michael Cooney 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter B. Cooper 
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie N. Corey Jr. 
Ms. Joyce S. Corr 

Mr. David Corsini 

Mr. Ferdinand W. Coudert 
Mrs. Roberta Coughlin 

Mrs. Joan D. Cox 


Mrs. Marcus Cox 

Mr. Frank W. Crabill 

Mr. Robert Crane 

George & Elva Creeger 

Mr. John Cregan 

Ms. Martha Crenshaw 

Ms. Sharon Cundy 

Ms. Judy Cunningham 

Ms. Katherine S. Cunningham 

Mr. & Mrs. William E. Curran 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Curtis 

Curtis & Katharine Welling 
Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Dennis Cutler 

Ms. Ruth Cutler 

Mrs. Joanne Cwikla 

Mr. Lawrence W. Cyrulik 

Mrs. Marion K. D’Arcangelo 

Mr. Glenn Daly 

Mr. Michael J. Daly 

Mr. Robert B. Daly 

Ms. Priscilla Dannies 

Ms. Patricia A. Daragan 

Miss Susan L, Darling 

Ms. Jean Darlington 

Ms. Laura H.S. Daros 

Ms. Sarah B. Davidson 

Mr. William A. Davidson 

Mr. G.T. Davies 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald C. Davis 

Mrs. Edgar Davis 

Ms. Elizabeth J. Davis 

Mrs. Frank T. Davis 

Mr. Glenn M. Davis 

Ms. Jean Davis 

Mr. Norman Davison 

Ms. Mary E. Davisson 

Mrs. James H. Dawley 

Mr. William B. De Atley 

Comtesse T. de Lesseps 

Ms. Joan De Regt 

Ms. Anne-Marie DeBarolet 

Ms. Barbara Debs 

B. Delaney 

Mr. Richard M. Derr 

Ms. Patricia Derryberry 

Ms. Maarten DeRuiter 

Ms. Renee DeSalvatore 

J.-M. Desmond 

Ms, Katherine Desousa 

Mrs. Lynne G. Detmer 

Ms. Joanne C. DeTurk 

Ms. Gwendoline A. Dexter 

Ms. Sharon A, Diamen 

Mr. & Mrs. David Dibner 

Mr. & Mrs. Roy M. Dickinson 

Mr. David B. Diehl 

Ms. Kristina Diels 

Mr. Courtlandt Dixon 

Mr. Robert EF Dixon III 

Ms. Joan H. Dobbins 

Dr. & Mrs. Samuel G. Dodd 

Mr. Edwin L. Doernberger 

Mr. James H. Doherty 

Lauren Dolian 

Dr. Adelaide Dollin 

Ms. Ethel L. Donath 

Miss Helen Douda 

Ms. Karol Dow 


The late Mr. Kenneth E. Dowd 
Mr. & Mrs. Dickerson Downing 


Mr. John R. Draves 

Ms. Nancy Dube 

Mr. Peter W. Duble 
Mrs. J. Delafield DuBois 
Lois & AJ. Duffield 

Ms. Olivia Dunn 

Mr. Elisha Dyer Jr. 

Mr. John Early 

Mr. Frank E. Eastman 


Mr. & Mrs. William B. Eddison Jr. 
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John & Judy Edgecomb 
Barbara & David Edwards 


Ms, Kathy C. Edwards 

Miss Mary Wells Edwards 
Mr. Stanley C. Eisenstat 

Ms. Barbara Ellinghaus 

Ms. Helen Ellison 

Miss Karen A. Ellsworth 

Mr. Samuel Elpern 

Ms. Jayne H. Elston 

Mr. & Mrs, David Emery 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard & Lynne Emmons 
Mr. Thomas O. Enders 

Ms. Ann Englekemeir 

Mr. Clifford E. Erling 

Mr. Robert K. Erling 

Mr. Geoffrey Etherington III 
Ms. Regina Chaney Evans 
Ms. Nancy E. Fales 

Mrs. Norman Farquhar 

Mr. & Mrs. Wesley J. Farrington 
Mrs. J.L. Faust 

Mr. Peter Felsenthal 

Mrs. John Ferguson 

Mr. Manuel Fernandez 
Dr. & Mrs. Anthony Ferrante 
Ms. Joanne Ferreira 

Mrs. Michael S. Field 

Mr. & Mrs. John H. Filer 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Files 

Mr. Donald Fink 

Dr. Francis L. Finley Jr. 

Mr. Kevin Finnan 

Ms. Shirley M. Finney 

Mr. Raymond A. Firestone 
Ms. Elizabeth W. Fischer 

Mr. Irving D. Fish Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Coleman Fisher 
Mrs. Robert Fisher 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Fiske Jr. 
Mr. Richard S. Fitol 

Mr. John E. Fitzgerald 

Mr. Robert Fitzgerald 

Mr. Thomas H, Fitzpatrick 
Ms. Juana Maria G. Flagg 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Flagg 
Mr. Stephen R. Flanagan 
Mr. & Mrs. David Fleischer 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen E. Foisey 
Mrs. Carmen Follett 

Ms. Nancy Follini 

Mr.A. Peter Foote 

Mr. Robert Ford 

Mr.T. Mitchell Ford 

Ms. Marie Forjan 

Mr. Robert Fornshell 

Mr. John H. Forsgren Jr. 

Mr. Robert Forsyth 

Ms. Evelyn Fortier 

Ms. Diane L. Fountas 

Mrs. T.A. Fowler 

Mr. David B. Francis 

Mr. & Mrs. Simon Frank 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl E. Freeman 
Mr. John E. Friday Jr. 

Ms. Susan Friedlander 
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Bernadette Rossi Lehr 
Dang Lembree 
Edmund Macri 

Mary Ellen Morrison 
Philip A. Munger 
Janet Penfield 
Durwood Percy 
Laureen L. Porto 
Denise Precourt 
Rebecca Prouty 

Maria Ranti 

John Reda 

Richard Lewis Robbins 
Manfred Roggenstein 
J. Mortimer Rubenstein 
May E. Ryan 

Dr. Howard Schwartz 
Helen Shimer 
Elizabeth Walker Smith 
Eleanor Stroneski 


Corporate Associates 
Corporations who make contributions of 
$1000 or more for chapter operations. 


Admanthos Shipping Agency, Inc. 
Bridgeport Hydraulic 
An Aquarion Company 
Champion International Corporation 
The Connecticut Water Company 
Culbro Corporation 
Deep River Navigation Company 
The Dexter Corporation 
Foundation, Inc. 
Essex Steam Train & River Boat 
Garden Homes Management 
Corporation 
General Reinsurance Corporation 
Goodway Technologies Corporation 
Greystone Realty Corporation 
GTE Foundation 
The Hartford Steam Boiler 
Inspection & Insurance Company 
Hull Trading Company 
Hyperion Software 


NATURAL AREAS 
GIFTS 


Holley Carlisle & Brenda Sullivan 
Ferdinand Coudert 

Endicott P. & Jane I. Davison 

The Grant Swamp Group 

Kelly Kerr & Benjamin W. Navarro 
Mount Raga, Inc. 


Iroquois Gas 

MBI, Inc. 

The New York Times Foundation 

Northeast Utilities 

Phoenix Home Life 

Pitney Bowes 

Shawmut National Corporation 

Sound Shore Management 

The Stop & Shop Supermarket 
Company 

United Illuminating Company 

United Technologies 

Value Health, Inc. 

Waste Management of Connecticut, 
Inc. 

Witco Corporation 

Xerox Corporation 

Yankee Energy System, Inc. 
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Memorial Gifts 


In the past year, The Nature Conservancy 
Connecticut Chapter received generous 
memorial contributions in the names of 
the following people. The trustees and staff 
of the chapter wish to thank the families 
and loved ones of these people for includ- 
ing the Conservancy in their lives at this 
time.A memorial gift that furthers our 
conservation work is one that can be 
cherished and valued for generations. 


Fillippe F Bailey Sr. 
James Brochu 
Catherine Brooks 
Charles Brown 
Agnes Buonomo 
Burton Chizzick 
Allison Clough 
Norman Cusack 
Dorothy Daniel 
Laura Beach Emmerson 
Emilie H. Farrell 
Dr. Anil Gautam 
Wendell Gobeli 
Andrew Grella 
Gladys Gugung 
Anita Hanks 
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35th Annual Meeting Welcomes Panamanian Partner 


ore than 150 trustees, volunteers, 

members, friends and staff of The 

Nature Conservancy Connec- 

ticut Chapter attended its 35th 
annual meeting, which took place at the Sunny 
Valley Preserve in New Milford, and featured 
Panamanian conservationist Juan Carlos 
Navarro. Please see the enclosed chapter annu- 
al report for year in review and financial sum- 
maries, as well as an interview with Juan Carlos 
Navarro on page 8. 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
At the recommendation of the nominating 
committee, the following changes were made to 
the chapter board of trustees. 


Three new trustees, whose biographies 
appeared in the last issue of From the Land, were 
elected to the board: 


Mary M. Ackerly, Norfolk 
Dr. Robert A. Askins, New London 
Eunice S. Groark, Hartford 


Elected as officers for one-year terms: 
Robert M. Schneider, 
Lyme, Chairman 
Daniel P. Brown Jr., 
West Granby 
Vice Chairman for 
Land Acquisition 
Anthony P. Grassi, 
Wilton 
Vice Chairman for 
Development 
Evan S. Griswold, Old Lyme 
Vice Chairman for Stewardship 
J. Wyatt Uhlein, Litchfield, Treasurer 
Peter B. Cooper, Woodbridge, Secretary 


Robert M. Schneider 


Re-elected for three-year terms: 
Carroll W. Brewster, Ridgefield 
Stewart Greenfield, Westport 
Dr. Kent Holsinger, Hartford 
Dr. Peter Patton, Middletown 


AWARDS 

The chapter recognized: 

Austin Dunham Barney II, West Simsbury 
For his 10 years of service on the chapter 
board of trustees. 

Anthony P. Grassi, Wilton 
For his three years of exemplary leadership 
as chairman of the chapter board of trustees. 


Certificates of Special Recognition are present- 
ed annually to individuals and organizations 
who have made an outstanding contribution to 
the preservation of natural areas and biological 
diversity in Connecticut: 
Bruce E. Beebe, Wilton 
For his four years as chairman of the 
Weir Preserve Stewardship Committee. 
Henry Thorpe of Deep River Navigation, 
Deep River 
For lending his time and river-going vessels to 
introduce friends of the Conservancy to the 
Connecticut River. 
Donald Moisa, Deep River 
For his professional surveying assistance to help 
establish boundary lines at Grigg and Duck 
Pond Hill Preserves. 
Dr. Don Wetherell, Storrs 
For his work on fact sheets on wetland plants 
within the Tidelands of the Connecticut River 
region. 


White Oak Awards are presented annually to 
Conservancy volunteers who have made out- 
standing contributions to the chapter: 
Linda L. Pearson, Easton 
For her administrative and stewardship 
activities, including the volunteer bird banding 
project, at the Devil’s Den Preserve. 
Amy Reardon, Santa Rosa, Calif. 
(formerly of Simsbury) 
For her extraordinary contribution of expertise 
in research, computer programs, and events. 
Staunton Williams Jr., Greenwich 
For his dedicated research of existing water 
quality programs in the Tidelands of the 
Connecticut River region. 
Janet G. Jainschigg, Chester 
For her leadership in support of the chapter, 
including serving as co-founder of the Charter 
Oak Council giving club. 
D. Raye Hodgson, Oxford 
For her mapping of invasive species on several 
preserves and for coordinating the Weed 
Watcher program. 
Connecticut Forest & Park Association 
In honor of its 100th anniversary and its 
conservation leadership in Connecticut. 
Chris Shepard, Middletown 
For his research and writing efforts on behalf 
of the Tidelands and Communications 
programs. ¥ 


, 
photos © Victoria Smith 
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Top: Recipients of Certificates of Special Recognition. 
Front row, left to right: Russell Brenneman, 
accepting for Connecticut Forest and Park 
Association; Chapter Assistant Preserve Steward 
Marlene Kopcha, accepting for Donald Moisa; 
Henry Thorpe of Deep River Navigation; Dr. Don 
Wetherell. Back row: Bruce E. Beebe; Chapter 
Director of Science & Stewardship Judy Preston; 
and Chapter Chairman Anthony P. Grassi. 
Middle: Recipients of White Oak Awards. 

Front row, left to right: Director of Development 
Colleen MacNeil Freeman, accepting for Janet 
Jainschigg and Amy Reardon; E. Raye Hodgson; 
Chapter Director of Science & Stewardship Judy 
Preston, accepting for Chris Shepard. Back row: 
Chapter Chairman Anthony P. Grassi; Linda L. 
Pearson; and Staunton Williams Jr. 

Bottom: Chapter Secretary Peter B. Cooper (left) 
and Chapter Director Leslie N. Corey Jr. 
congratulate Anthony P. Grassi Jr. (right), who 
completed his three-year term as board chair. 


FROM THE LAND 


An Interview with Juan Carlos Navarro 
Executive director, Asociacién Nacional para la Conservacién de la Naturaleza (ANCON) 


©photo courtesy of ANCON 


n the decade since 
ANCON’s founding in 1985, 


Juan Carlos Navarro has led 


what today is Panama’s 
largest non-profit conservation 
organization to the forefront of 
natural resource protection in 
Latin America. ANCON works to 
acquire critical additions to 
Panama’s national parks, manages 
existing parks, and initiates sus- 
tainable economic development 
projects in the surrounding com- 
munities. Its efforts protect not 
only Panama’s array of plant and 
animal species, but also two 
indigenous groups of people, the 
Cuna and Embera tribes, who 
have lived in the wild Darien 
region on Panama’s Colombian 
border for thousands of years. 
ANCON is The Nature 
Conservancy’s most important 
partner in its effort to help pre- 
serve Panama’s threatened species 
and natural areas. The Nature 
Conservancy Connecticut 
Chapter has committed $440,000 
toward ANCON’s work in the 


Darien. 


Juan Carlos Navarro addressed the Connecticut 
Chapter’s annual meeting on Oct. 14. He was 
interviewed by chapter Director of Goverment 


Relations David Sutherland. 


: What is distinctive about Panama’s 


natural resources? 


: When one thinks of Panama, what comes 


to mind for many people is the Panama 
Canal. What most people don’t know is 
that it takes 52 million gallons of fresh water 
to transit each one of the 30 ships that go 
through the canal every day, 365 days a 
year. That’s an enormous amount of water 
protected by the forests surrounding the 
canal. The same watershed that provides 
water for the Canal also provides 172 mil- 
lion additional gallons of potable water each 
day for the 1.2 million inhabitants of 
Panama and Colon Cities. The Canal’s 
watershed is critical to Panama’s economy 
and the health of our people. 


Our country has only 29,208 square miles 
(about the size of South Carolina), yet it 
contains over 900 species of birds and 132 
species of snakes. In just one park, the 
54,600-acre Soberania National Park in the 
Canal watershed, are found 105 mammal 
species, 400 birds, 80 reptiles and 35 kinds of 
freshwater fish. 


: What are the biggest threats facing these 


resources? 


: More than 100,000 acres of tropical rain- 


forests are cut and burned each year in 
Panama. By 2010, if the destruction rate 
continues unabated, less than 10 percent of 
the natural tropical forests will remain. The 
biggest threats are archaic timber harvesting 
by timber companies and by local commu- 
nity members for firewood, mining, cattle 
grazing, new roads, illegal poaching and 
population growth and expansion. Without 
the critical protection from trees, the shal- 
low topsoil loses its nutrients or erodes with- 
in one to five years. 


: What does your organization do to confront 


these threats? 


: ANCON conducts extensive environmen- 


tal education campaigns across Panama to 
raise consciousness about the environment 
and the role it plays in our lives. In a recent 


independent poll, 95 percent of the 
Panamanians polled had heard about 
ANCON’s work and 75 percent believed 
that the environment was an important 
issue. Never before in our small nation’s his- 
tory have environmental issues been so 
important, and this is largely the result of 
our education efforts the last ten years. 


ANCON also supports the Panamanian 
National Park Service in 14 parks and pre- 
serves, training and equipping rangers, 
working with the rangers to demarcate park 
boundaries and clear and patrol trails, and 
educating local communities about the 
parks. ANCON has also begun to purchase 
buffer areas near parks, on some of which we 
have established agroforestry demonstration 
farms which provide technical assistance 
and local employment and on which we, 
with local community members, are experi- 
menting with agricultural methods which 
do not deplete natural resources. We are 
also raising tree seedlings to conduct refor- 
estation campaigns and have already plant- 
ed 2.5 million trees in Panama. 


: How and when did the conservation move- 


ment get started in Panama? 


: The first conservation and environmental 


groups appeared in Panama at the turn of 
the century. Although very small and most- 
ly involved with local issues, these groups 
were successful in beginning the push for 
environmental protection as an agenda item 
for the government and general population. 
Ten years ago, a group of prominent busi- 
ness and scientific leaders began ANCON, 
which has become the largest conservation 
organization in the country and probably in 
Central America. 


: Are there any ways in which U.S. foreign 


policy affects the work of your organization? 


: The drawdown of American troops in 


Panama, a consequence of the reversion of 
lands based on the 1977 treaty between the 
U.S. and Panama, presents Panama with a 
unique opportunity to convert large sections 
of undisturbed primary and secondary rain- 
forests into national parks and wildlife sanc- 
tuaries. ANCON is currently conducting 
Rapid Ecological Assessments of these areas 
under the auspices of the U.S. Department 
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of Defense with assistance from The Nature 
Conservancy. With the information gath- 
ered, ANCON can present a valid case to 
the Government of Panama to set aside a 
portion of these lands as they revert from 
US. control. 


: Why should people in Connecticut care 
about Panama’s environment? 


: The protection of Panama’s rainforests will 
provide continued habitat for the myriad of 
species of birds that travel from Connecticut 
to their wintering grounds. Many of these 
species, especially the songbirds, are endan- 
gered due to habitat destruction. 


The rapid deforestation of rainforests will 

, accelerate the greenhouse effect, melting 
polar ice caps, raising ocean levels, flooding 
coastal plains and transforming greenbelts 
into dust bowls. The extinction of forest 
species deprives the world of potentially 
valuable known and unexplored economic 
and scientific resources. 


: What can Connecticut residents do to help? 
: Join The Nature Conservancy and give 
generously; visit Panama and other tropical 
countries to learn first hand about the value 
of these unique, beautiful and fragile eco- 
systems; beware of buying tropical woods, 
such as teak, mahogany, rosewater or 
lauan. Instead, buy native woods grown 
sustainably for timber such as pine, oak 
or maple; avoid buying wild-caught 
exotic pets such as birds, snakes, turtles, 
fish, monkeys, cats or iguanas; buy 
only captive-bred animals. # 


Join America Verde! 


© Andy Young 


he Nature Conservancy’s 
International Program has 
launched a new member- 
ship program, “America 
Verde.” Members of America Verde 
make an unrestricted annual dona- 
tion of $100 or more to the 
International Program, taking a 
special leadership role in protecting 
the endangered ecological systems 


of Latin America and the Caribbean. 


Members will receive an extension 
of their membership, an America 
Verde newsletter, and a variety of 
other benefits. 

For more information, please call 
(703) 841-4860, or you can join 
America Verde today by sending 
your donation of $100 or more to 
The Nature Conservancy’s Latin 
America and Caribbean Division- 
America Verde, 1815 North Lynn 
Street, Arlington, Va. 22209. # 


1996 INTERNATIONAL TRIPS 


January 22 Costa Rica 
January 26 Belize 
February 10 Amazon 
February 23 Costa Rica 
February 24 Virgin Island Cruise 
March 13 Belize with Cockscomb 
March 21 Galapagos Islands 
April 2, Dominican Republic Work Trip 
April 6 Amazon River Cruise 
April 11 Dominican RepublicWork Trip 
| July 10 Panama Ecology Course 
| July 13 Amazon 
July 27 Amazon River Cruise 
August 8 Galapagos Islands 
November 14 Belize with Chan Chich 
November 21 Bolivia 
November 30 Amazon River Cruise 
December 19 Galapagos Islands 


The Nature Conservancy's Intemational 


Program trips are designed especially for the 
natural history and conservation enthusiast, 
and are guided by an experienced in-country 
naturalist and a Conservancy representative. 


For further information, contact 
Marie Uehling 
Latin America & Caribbean Division 
The Nature Conservancy 
1815 North Lynn Street 
Arlington, Va. 22209 
Phone (703) 841-5399 


JOIN US FOR A TROPICAL ADVENTURE! 


Margay, a wild cat found 
in Panama. 


FROM THE LAND 


10 


New Employee 

Helene Fenger joined the Connecticut 
Chapter this summer to assume the duties 
of development coordinator for annual 
giving. Before joining the Conservancy 
staff, Helene served as assistant director of 
development and network administrator 
for the National Theatre of the Deaf in 
Chester. Her interests include hiking, 
horseback riding, dance, music and any- 
thing you can do on water or snow. 


“Dollars for Nature” at 

Wild Birds Unlimited 

The Nature Conservancy thanks Wild 
Birds Unlimited, Inc., its founding part- 
ner in an exciting new project. From 
Nov. | through Dec. 31, Wild Birds 
Unlimited will be promoting “Dollars for 
Nature,” a program to raise funds for vital 
Conservancy projects through customer 
contributions. In addition to helping 
protect the environment, customers who 
donate to Dollars for Nature will receive a 
discount coupon toward a purchase at 
Wild Birds Unlimited in January. 

Wild Birds Unlimited is the original 
and largest franchise network of back- 
yard birdfeeding and nature specialty 
stores with more than 200 locations 
throughout the United States and 
Canada. There is a Wild Birds Unlimited 
store at 45 Hebron Road, Route 66, in 
Marlborough, (860) 295-1445. 


Ready. . . Set. .. CHARGE! 

The Nature Conservancy has joined 
forces with MBNA America to offer 
three terrific new Nature Conservancy 
credit cards — a red-eyed tree frog, a 
great blue heron, and a sea otter. Classic 
gold also available. With no annual fee, 
great customer service and one-half per- 
cent of all charges going to conservation, 
how can you lose? Call The Nature 
Conservancy at 1-800-628-6860 for 


more information. 


Trustee Austin D. Barney II 
Receives Conservancy’s Highest Honor 


949 


hapter 
Trustee 
Austin D. 
Barney II 
of West Simsbury 
received the Oak Leaf, 
The Nature Conser- 
vancy’s highest honor, 
at the Conservancy’s 
annual meeting in Indianapolis on Sept. 28. 
The Oak Leaf Award recognizes the service of 
long-term volunteers whose efforts have signifi- 
cantly benefited the Conservancy’s programs. 

A member of the chapter board of trustees 
since 1985, Austin “Dunny” Barney left the 
board as of the chapter’s Oct. 14 annual meet- 
ing, as required by chapter by-laws after ten con- 
secutive years of service on the board. He has 
served as vice chairman of the board, chairman 
of the board’s development committee, and 
board treasurer. 

“Dunny has consistently pushed the chapter 
to have a larger vision and to reach for bigger 
goals,” said Chapter Board Chairman Anthony 
P. Grassi of Wilton. “He is devoted to the work 
of The Nature Conservancy, not only at the 
local level but also at the national and interna- 
tional levels.” 

Barney has worked with the Conservancy’s 
national office in Arlington to develop a 
national strategy for tradelands, a form of chari- 
table giving in which the donor gives the Con- 


i servancy real estate that has low ecological 


value, with the understanding that the Conser- 


= 
; é vancy will sell the property and apply the pro- 


© ceeds toward its conservation work. He has also 
helped the chapter secure several sizable 
bequests. 

Currently a principal at Business Planning 
Associates of Avon, a financial and estate plan- 
ning firm, Barney is a former director of Cigna 
Corp.’s charitable and social action program. 

Barney is also former president of Farmvest 
Inc., an organization that assists clients in locat- 
ing significant farm property investments. The 
firm, which he co-founded in 1985, locates 
properties, evaluates their agricultural potential, 
finds investors, prepares a business plan, and 
hires farm managers. 

Besides his volunteer work with the Conser- 
vancy, Barney has been involved with the 
Connecticut River Watershed Council, the 
Farmington River Watershed Association, and 
served on the Governor’s Transitory Task Force 
on Natural Resources and Energy under the 
administration of Gov. Ella T. Grasso. He is an 
elected member of Simsbury’s Zoning Commi- 
ssion and a member of the University of 
Hartford Board of Regents. 

A graduate of Yale University, Barney also 
received a Masters in Public Administration 
from Syracuse University, and is an avid fly fish- 
erman and boater. He lives in West Simsbury 
with his wife, Susan, and two children. & 


— JOHN MATTHIESSEN 


or the past year, Christopher Shepard 
has co-chaired a student environmental 
group at Wesleyan University in 
Middletown called Earth, Equality, 


gather information for fact sheets on nuisance 
species. He has also designed our chapter annu- 
al meeting invitations and programs. 

After all this creative work, Chris has 


Education. Chris has spent the 
last two summers and school 
years as an intern at the Con- 
necticut Academy for Education 
in Mathematics Science & 
Technologies, and has contin- 
ued with his studies at Wesleyan 
University with a double major 
in Earth and environmental 
science and government. 

It hardly seems possible, but 
Chris has also volunteered for 


pressed on in an area where we 
always need help: stuffing, 
stamping and sealing mass 
mailings from our office. In 
recognition of all this work, 
Chris received a White Oak 
Award from the chapter at this 
year’s annual meeting (see 
page 7). It would hardly seem 
there would be time for this 
Wesleyan senior to do it, but 
he has helped us immensely. 


the past two summers in our Middletown 
office. Chris has contributed to the Tidelands 
of the Connecticut River Program by helping 


Thanks, Chris, for your reliability and superior 
work. You have helped and made a 
difference! # — DOROTHY MILLEN 


) John Matthiessen 
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Farewell to Dot! 


©Colleen MacNeil Freeman 


After nearly eight years as a chapter staff 
member, Development Coordinator for 
Annual Giving Dorothy Millen left in 
September to make a new home in Knoxville, 
Tennessee with her husband, Massimo 
Pigliucci, a Post Doctoral Fellow in Plant 
Genetics at the University of Tennessee. 

With characteristic enthusiasm, Dot 
provided a variety of valuable services to chapter 
members over the years. Blessed with an innate 
flair for the dramatic and great compassion for 
the natural world, she has presented innumer- 
able slide shows about endangered species 
throughout the state. Dot also orchestrated 
many memorable special events for Connecticut 
Acorns and was the mastermind behind our 
recent annual meetings. 

“Dot has been one of the chapter’s secret 
weapons for so long, we are at a loss to replace 
her creative energy and passion for our mission,” 
said Executive Director Leslie N. Corey Jr. “She 
has made a significant contribution to The 
Nature Conservancy and gives us all reason to 
hope for a better world. All of her friends at the 
Connecticut Chapter wish Dot and Massimo 
success and happiness in their new home.” #& 


— ANN COLSON 


bes) 

Jane Mali, a trustee of The Nature 
Conservancy Connecticut Chapter, 
died at her home in Norfolk on Oct. 2. 
Jane Mali had served as a trustee since 
1993 and was an active member of the 
board’s Science and Stewardship 
Committee. 

Following the death of her husband 
in 1990, Jane Mali worked to establish 
the H. Allen Mali Research Fund in his 
memory. The fund, which supports sci- 
entific research for the chapter, remains 
as a permanent memorial to the Malis’ 
love of nature and their enthusiastic 
support of conservation work. 

Mrs. Mali will be greatly missed by 
her friends at The Nature Conservancy. 


For more information on events at Katharine 
Ordway or Devil’s Den Preserves in Weston, 
please call (203) 226-4991. 


36 Mosses and Lichen 

Devil’s Den Preserve, Weston 
Sunday, Nov. 19, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

Sue Roth will teach you to identify these var- 
ied, rugged, and abundant plants that can sur- 
vive extreme weather conditions. 


® Workday 

Katharine Ordway Preserve 
Sunday, Nov. 19, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
A sure way to work up an appetite for’ 


Thanksgiving dinner. 


#& Peak Performance 

Devil’s Den Preserve, Weston 
Sunday, Dec. 3, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

This 10-mile hike will encounter the high 
spots at the Den and the Redding Great 
Ledge. With leaves off the trees, the view 
should be spectacular. 

Leaders: Jonathan Brochstein and Greg Izzo. 


% Winter Tree Identification Walk 
Katharine Ordway Preserve, Weston 
Sunday, Dec. 3, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

Led by arborist Fred Moore. 


% Family Walk 

Devil’s Den Preserve, Weston 
Sunday, Dec. 10, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
How does wildlife prepare for winter? 
Leaders: Marian Bailey and Mary Joy Leaper 


# Family Nature Walk 

Devil’s Den Preserve, Weston 
Sunday, Jan. 7, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Leaders Dorothy Abrams and Helene 
Weatherill will guide this informative walk. 


€ Nature Photography with 

Alison Wachstein 

Devil’s Den Preserve, Weston 
Monday, Jan. 8, 8 p.m. to 9:p.m. 

The first of a three-part series for adults will 
take place in the photographer's home studio 
with a slide presentation and basic camera 
instruction on composition, exposure, and 
lighting for photographing nature and the fig- 
ure in the landscape. Beginning photogra- 
phers welcome. Limit: 20 participants. 

See also Jan. 14 and 29. 


4 Adult Walk 

Katharine Ordway Preserve, Weston 
Tuesday, Jan. 9, 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Enjoy the winter landscape with Leaders 
Dorothy Abrams and Mary Callahan. 


® Nature Photography Walk with 
Alison Wachstein 

Devil’s Den Preserve, Weston 
Sunday, Jan. 14, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

In the second of three sessions for adults, this 
professional photographer will answer ques- 
tions as you photograph your subject matter. 


§— Nature Photography with 

Alison Wachstein 

Devil’s Den Preserve, Weston 
Monday, Jan. 29, 8 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
During this last session, adults will return to 
the artist’s studio to display the photographs 
they took at the Den and discuss ways to 
improve them during a shared, informal, and 
positive critique. 


# Family Walk 
Devil’s Den Preserve, Weston 
Sunday, Feb. 4, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 


Find out what's wintering over at Devil’s Den. 


Leaders: Greg Izzo and Gabor Osvath 


#& Adult Walk 

Devil’s Den Preserve, Weston 
Monday, Feb. 5, 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
A winter walk with leaders Leonard Horowitz 
and Julia and Frank Conway. 


ow Land Trust Service Bureau 
Convocation 

Northeast Utilities, Berlin 

Saturday, February 24 

For registration forms call Martha Rice at the 
Land Trust Service Bureau, (860) 344-9867. 


O Owl Prowl 

Devil’s Den Preserve, Weston 
Saturday, March 2 

7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

Larry Fischer will begin this program with a 
talk on owls before the walk. Wear warm 
clothes and bring binoculars and a flashlight. 
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Chapter Hosts Legacy Club Cruise 


n August 29 the chap- 
ter hosted its first 
annual event exclu- 
sively for Connecticut 
members of the Legacy Club — a 
cruise of the Tidelands of the 
Connecticut River. More than 70 
Legacy Club members and their 
guests and their guests met at the 
Connecticut River Museum Dock 
and set off aboard the riverboat 
Silver Star, use of which was gener- 
ously donated by the Deep River 
Navigation Company. 
The Legacy Club, begun 
nationally in 1993, is the Conservancy’s way __ shore, heading upriver from Lord Cove 
of honoring those who have included the toward Selden Creek and Whalebone Cove, 
Conservancy in some manner in their estate —_ guests were treated to numerous sightings of 
plans, whether by bequest, life income giftor great blue heron, osprey, common tern and 


a gift of real estate. snowy egret as well as a brilliant patch of 
The members were addressed by golden bur-marigold and sneezeweed. 
Dr. Juliana Barrett, Geoffrey C. Hughes On the return leg guests enjoyed refresh- 
Director of the chapter’s Tidelands of the ments while looking at vases of colorful 
Connecticut River Program. Dr. Barrett freshwater marsh wildflowers and handsome 
described the salt, brackish and freshwater but alien “exotics” that threaten to crowd 
marshes encompassing the 38-mile out native species. The cruise came to a close 
Tidelands area, which harbors an extraordi- under the gaze of a sliver of new moon. # 
nary diversity of resident plant and animal | 
species. As the boat hugged the eastern — CAROL KIMBALL 
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